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1. Check for Greatest Common Factor (GCF).

2. Count the terms­

         2 Terms 3 Terms

   Difference 
  of Squares              FOIL                       Perfect Square

           (DOS)                                                          FOIL
                                                 Decomposition
                                                         FOIL

STEPS TO FACTORING

**Always check to see that your factors are correct by multiplying**
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