Act III  Worksheet
III, i,  l 52 – 76    a.)Explain why ‘safely’ in the first line has special emphasis?
b.) Is there a line that suggests that Macbeth believes Banquo is plotting against him?

c.) Which line reveals Macbeth’s belief that he may lose the throne through violence?

d.) Which line refers to his uneasy conscience?

e.) Which lines reveal that he knows the enormity of his crime?

III, i   In his soliloquy, Macbeth explains his reasons for deciding to have Banquo murdered.  What are they?  What impressions of Macbeth do you gain from learning about his reasoning process?

Do you think his ploy for avoiding the guilt of murdering Banquo and Fleance will be successful?  Explain.

What arguments and techniques does Macbeth use to convince the murderers to kill Banquo and Fleance?  Why does he do this rather than just order them to do it and promise to pay them well?

III, ii   Why does Lady Macbeth find that the murder of Duncan has not brought the happiness she expected?  What line suggests that her powers are flagging?
Why do you think Macbeth decided he would not tell Lady Macbeth about his plan to have Banquo and Fleance murdered?  What kind of suffering does he think he will spare her?
What image in this scene do you find most powerful and memorable?   Explain.

III, iii   Why has Macbeth sent along a third murderer?

III, iv     The guests at the banquet scene seem to accept L. Macbeth’s explanation for Macbeth’s behaviour.  From what Macbeth says in his fits, what might a careful listener deduce?

III, v   Why do you think this scene was added?  What would have made it popular with audiences?  If you were staging the play would you use or omit this scene?  Why? 

III,  vi    Summarize the information given by Lennox in the first 21 lines.

What information is given by the Lord in this scene?
