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Which Candidate Sounds Best? 

A. Associated with crooked politicians, and 
consults with astrologists. He's had two 
mistresses. He also chain smokes and 
drinks 8 to 10 Martinis a day. 

B. He is a decorated war hero. He's a 
vegetarian, doesn't smoke, drinks an 
occasional beer and never committed 
adultery. 

C. He was kicked out of office twice, sleeps 
until noon, used opium in college and 
drinks a quart of whiskey every evening. 



Which Candidate Sounds Best? 

A. Franklin D. Roosevelt 

B. Adolf Hitler 

C. Winston Churchill 



A Broken Germany 

Life in Germany was very difficult with the 

end of WWI. 

 Hyper-inflation  

 Government broke 

 Loss of industrial lands 

 Mass unemployment 

 Reparation payments 

 

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-1315869/Germany-end-World-War-One-

reparations-92-years-59m-final-payment.html 
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Lost But Not Forgotten 

 A German postcard, produced 
about the time of the Treaty of 
Versailles, showing the land 
where Germans lived.   The 
areas in red are the lands given 
to other countries by the Treaty 
of Versailles, (including the land 
lost by Austria).    

    

Its title is 'Lost but not forgotten 
land'. 

The poem under the map reads: 

 You must carve in your heart 

 These words, as in stone - 

  What we have lost 

  Will be regained! 

 



The Rise of Dictatorial Regimes 

 People were ready for change.  Especially 

after the Great Depression, citizens were 

desperate for better times and could be 

easily influenced by someone who 

promised prosperity. 

 New leaders gained popularity as they 

spoke out against governments and 

vowed to bring change. 



In Italy… 

 Benito Mussolini 

formed the Fascist 

Party in the early 

1920s. 
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In the USSR… 

 Union of Soviet 

Socialist Republic 

 Josef Stalin had 

taken over leadership 

of the Communist 

Party in 1922.  
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In Japan… 

 The government 

leaders wanted to 

get rid of European 

and US influence in 

the region. 

 Emperor Hirohito  

allowed a military 

dictatorship, led by 

Hideki Tojo, to build 

a Japanese Empire 
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In Germany… 

 Germans opposed to 

the harsh Treaty of 

Versailles. 

 In 1923, WWI 

veteran Adolf 

Hitler attended a 

German Worker’s 

Party meeting and 

later formed the 

Nazi Party.  

 
10 



Rise of Totalitarianism 
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What is totalitarianism? 

 It is a system of government in which a 

leader has complete control of all aspects 

of the lives of the people. 

◦ Political 

◦ Economic 

◦ Social 

◦ Intellectual 

◦ Cultural 

◦ Military 
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Totalitarian Characteristics 

 
 Highly nationalistic (flags, salutes, rallies, uniforms) 

 
 Strict controls and laws  
 
 Military state (secret police, army, military) 

 
 Censorship (of opposing literature and ideas) 

 
 Propaganda  (media – radio, newspapers, posters) 

 
 One leader (dictator); charismatic  

 
 Total conformity of people to ideas and leader 

 
 Terror and Fear  
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Totalitarianism 
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Nazism 

Fascism Communism 

These theories, specifically Communism and Fascism,  are completely 

different theories that are bitterly opposed; however they exhibit the 

same behaviour. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Naziswastika.png


What if… 

 What if Mrs. Belliveau’s class were a 

totalitarian regime? 

 What are some specific changes that you 

might notice? 
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How did they come to power? 
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How did they come to power? 



How did they come to power? 
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How did they come to power? 



The Main Idea 

 Why were these totalitarian leaders able 

to gain so much support in Italy, Russia, 

Japan and Germany? 
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Terms to Know 

 Gestapo – Secret Police 

 SS – Hitler’s police force 

 Concentration Camps – Prison camps 
where “undesirables” and opponents of 
Nazism were sent. 
◦ Jews 

◦ Communists 

◦ Gypsies 

◦ Homosexuals 

◦ Alcoholics 

◦ Prostitutes 
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Drawing Anti-Nazi 

graffiti would have 

gotten you arrested 

by the Gestapo 

Gestapo (The Secret Police) 
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FEAR 
The Nazis controlled the German 

population through fear. People who spoke 

out against them were attacked or arrested 

by Gestapo or the SS, and hundreds of 

thousands of innocent German people died 

in concentration camps. 
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US Propaganda 

 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dlK8yf

Odweg&feature=related 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dlK8yfOdweg&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dlK8yfOdweg&feature=related
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Boys were encouraged to join the “Hitler 

Youth”.  They were “taught” about Nazi 

ideas and played “war games” in 

preparation for life as a soldier.  This kept 

control of young people in preparation 

for when they became adults.  Girls 

would be taught about motherhood. 
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Swing Kids 

 The Swing Kids were 

German teenagers 

who sought a British 

and American way of 

life. 

 Opposed the Nazi 

ideals, especially the 

Hitler Youth. 
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Hitler: The Rise of Evil 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dSjkpa

XlXIE 
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